
 

VCS NK 

Supporting the  

voluntary and       

community sector 

Volunteer Centre NK –  

What we offer 

Brokerage - We offer a “brokerage” or 

matching  service. Together we can help 

you find volunteering opportunities 

suited to your individual needs. 

Why volunteer? -     

Volunteering is a great way to learn new 

skills, get back into the  workplace and 

meet new people. Spare time to fill, 

bored with your current job, recently  

retired or a student looking for work            

experience? 

Be involved - You can do something 

that you are passionate about, get   

yourself involved in the local community, 

learn new skills, enjoy  yourself and 

really make a difference! 

Looking for something new?  There 

are lots of  organisations that would 

appreciate your time! 

Get in touch with us at the number below 

to see what opportunities are currently 

available. 

If you are a voluntary or community 

group or organisation and require        

assistance or advice telephone                                                                                

01529 308450 or email 

info@volunteercentrenk.org.uk 

Caty Collier –     Area Co-ordinator   caty@volunteercentrenk.org.uk 

  Direct Dial: 01529 308453 

Tim Barzycki –    Project Officer     tim@volunteercentrenk.org.uk 

  Direct Dial: 01529 308456  

Steph Bristow –   Project Support Officer    steph@volunteercentrenk.org.uk  

  Direct Dial: 01529 308454  

Kerry Wint –  Youth Volunteering Advisor  kerry.wint@lcvys.com                              

  Direct Dial 01529 308451 

Volunteers:  Jenny Preston – Information, support and Volunteer Advisor     

Denise Knott – Volunteer Receptionist          Anja Williams–Volunteer Advisor/IT support 

Erin Lawlor—Volunteer admin support 

For further information on 

anything you see in this 

newsletter contact VCS NK 

on  01529 308450        

unless otherwise stated.  

If you have any news or information about your group that 

you wish to share please contact Tim at  VCS NK. 

Grassroots Grants 
Grassroots Grants Programme for Lincolnshire is now open. It is a scheme 
sponsored by the government to provide financial support (grants) to small 
voluntary community groups. 

Eligibility: 

Groups should 

•  Be not for profit 

•  Have been active for not less than 12 months 

•  Provide evidence of income of less than £20,000 per year (averaged over 
the past three years) 

•  Be volunteer led 

•  Have a governing document, bank account and relevant policies and        
procedures 

(If you need help to produce governing documents, policies and       
procedures or need assistance with setting up a bank account etc.  
then please contact Tim at VCS NK). 

Amount: 

£250 to £5000 over the lifetime of the scheme, in a single bid or multiple 
ones. 

What can be funded? 

Core costs to continue an existing service, equipment (computer, furniture, 
etc), volunteer training, child care and travel costs, event and workshop costs 
and activities that meet an identified need that must benefit the local        
community. 

Aims and Objectives 

To increase grant funding and capacity building support to small voluntary 
community groups to help build stronger, more active communities. 

For an application form or to check eligibility please contact Sue Fortune at 
Community Foundation on 01529 305825. 

News just In — Children in Need are changing two aspects of their           

application process.  Applications can now only be made online. (If this 

causes you any problems please get in touch with us to arrange for an 

on line application to be made).  In addition they are changing their      

deadlines and introducing a quarterly process rather than twice a year as   

previously. For further information click http://www.bbc.co.uk/pudsey/grants/

or contact Tim at VCS NK. 

If you are a small or medium voluntary 
sector organisation interested in    
knowing more or connecting with    
Public Sector Procurement then this is 
for you! 

A partnership of Lincolnshire organisations 
has been contracted by Lincolnshire 
County Council, as the local ESF           
Co-financing agent, to deliver a wide     
variety of support to Lincolnshire’s         
voluntary sector. The partnership consists 
of: Community Lincs; Success Matrix; 
South Lincolnshire CVS; Urban Challenge 
and VAEL.  

As part of Urban Challenge, VCS NK will 
be involved in delivering some of this    
support. 

Over the next 2 1/4 years small and medium 
sized voluntary organisations will be able 
to access advice, information and training 
to connect them to the information and   
tender processes of the Public Sector. 

The plans include:  

• Training courses on topics such as: 
Consulting with your Beneficiaries;         
Financial Management; Developing your 

Volunteer Workforce and Risk Assess-
ments 

• Equal Opportunities and Planning for 
Outcomes 

• Accredited training in business     
management and leadership 

•  Creation of a unique information   
portal, enabling access to information on 
what tenders are open for applications, 
timescales, vital information on help from 
within and outside of the project 

•  A Procurement Toolkit – a checklist 
of key systems and policies that need to be 
in place before an organisation is eligible 
to bid for a Public Sector tender 

• A mentor scheme to help connect 
the voluntary sector internally, to improve 
our chances of bidding for and/or securing 
tenders. 

Please note a commissioning conference 
is to be held at the Petwood Hotel,     
Woodhall Spa on 19th January 2009. 

For more information contact Tony Halifax 
on 07969 894678 or Urban Challenge on 

01522  873454 
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VCS NK is now an authorised umbrella 
body for the purpose of carrying out CRB 
checks.  Should your group require a new 
CRB check or to renew an existing one 
please contact us for further assistance.     
If the person involved is a volunteer there   
is no charge for the CRB check but there 
will be a small admin charge of £5.00 per     
application. A charge in accordance with 
CRB guidelines is made for paid staff. 

Please note anyone working with children 
and/or vulnerable adults is advised to have 

a CRB check.  In the voluntary sector, in 
most cases, CRB checks are not a legal 
requirement but it is certainly                  
recommended good practice.  Similarly 
there is no legal requirement to regularly 
upgrade these but again it is good practice. 

Contact Steph or Tim at VCS NK for more 
detail. 

In addition in Oct 2009 new regulations are 
coming in. Training and guidance will be 
provided by this office nearer this time so 
watch this space for further details. 

Happy New Year from all staff and volunteers  at VCS 

NK to all our readers. 

Great News for third sector organisations!  

Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) 
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HSE Myth: Children are banned from throwing snowballs 

Another tale from the Health and Safety Executive myth file 

The reality 
According to the HSE every year inaccurate 
stories are spread about children who aren’t 
allowed to throw snowballs, and swimmers 
who can’t take their traditional winter dip in 
the local lake, all in the name of health and 
safety. 

If the HSE spend time on the trivial risks 
there’s a chance they will miss the most    
important ones.  

 

They need to focus on finding ways for things 
to happen, not reasons to stop them – a   
sensible approach to managing risk focuses 
on practical action to tackle risks that cause 
real harm and suffering. 

For more information on Health and Safety 

myths go to  http://www.hse.gov.uk/myth 

Community Land Trusts 

New information for Social Enterprises on Community Land Trusts, which could support  
rural business and deliver affordable housing, is online at Social Enterprise magazine     
http://www.socialenterprisemag.co.uk/sem/news/detail/index.asp?id=762.         

How your Council works 

This guide is published jointly by NAVCA, IDeA and Urban Forum with the support of the 
National Empowerment Partnership to provide information on how local authorities work and 
what they are responsible for. It is designed to help people understand what their council 
does and help community groups have a greater say in local decision making. It provides 
essential information to help citizens and groups make the most of opportunities to influence 
decision-making and hold their council to account. To download a free copy of the guide, 
you can visit their website at http://www.navca.org.uk/publications/council/ 

Funding Reminder 

PIP Fund 

Healthy Communities, a partnership between Lincolnshire County Council and Lincolnshire 
NHS, has established a small fund for early development of community initiatives.  The aim is 
to support the start up of small community projects that have the potential for broader use. 

Examples of the type of activities that could be supported are: 

Feasibility studies, pilot initiatives, small scale research, health initiatives—that lead to a 
healthier lifestyle, kick start projects or projects that support harmony and integration in the     
community.  Grants are discretionary up to £500 with a minimum of 10% project costs      
provided by the group.  For more information contact Tim at VCS NK.  

Please note we have a successful track record of funding through PIP and other      
opportunities.  Over £3500 has been brought into the district for small community 
groups through support from VCS NK which is a 93% success rate from all the bids 
submitted. 

Raise funds for your group when you search the web!                                                   
Use easysearch every time you search the web and you’ll get 50% of the fees paid by            
advertising sponsors to your chosen cause. Simply select the organisation you wish to support 
and start searching - it's that easy!  
By using easysearch instead of Google or any other search engine, you can make a real        
difference. easysearch is completely FREE and by making just 10 searches a day, you could 
raise around £20 a year for to your chosen cause. 
As well as raising funds, easysearch states they also gives you the best search results      
available on the web by combining the strengths of several search engines together - Yahoo!, 
MSN Windows Live Search, Ask.com, MIVA, and many more - you get the very best results in 
terms of accuracy and relevance, which means you'll find what you're looking for quickly and 
easily every time - all in one 'easy' search!                                                                          
Check out http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/ now to find out how you can register your own 
group and start raising funds.                                                                                                         
Please note there are also other charity fund raising sites available. 
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Safer Food Better Business  —  at VCS NK on 21 January  2009 
Learn more about the current guidelines and regulations surrounding Food Safety and 
Hygiene and perhaps clear up a few myths.  We will try to answer any questions you may 
have. Training provided by Margaret J Biggin from N Kesteven District Council. 

Introduction to working with the media — at VCS NK on 4 Feb 2009 

A day long workshop intended for people who have never dealt with the media or who 
have only limited experience. It covers how journalists work, meeting their needs to meet 
your own, identifying news, writing news releases and includes extensive opportunity for 
delegates to experience and practice the skills required. 

Governance and management committees — at VCS NK on 26 Feb 2009 

Find out more about how to run an effective group, roles and responsibilities of committee 
members, being an effective chairperson and Governance issues for voluntary sector   
organisations. 

There are still places available so book your free place, by contacting us on 01529 
308450 or email info@volunteercentrenk.org.uk 

Coming up in March 

Volunteers and the Law    Writing Successful Funding Bids 

Attracting Young People as Volunteers  Presentation Skills 

Tax Effective Giving (Institute of Fundraising)  

For full details of our training programme click http://www.volunteercentrenk.org.uk/18. 
html    

Urban Challenge 

Voluntary Centre Services North Kesteven 
is part of Urban Challenge. Urban         
Challenge was established in 1993 in      
Lincoln to support community and economic 
development. Its business has been        
expanded over recent years to cover the 
districts of North Kesteven and West 
Lindsey and to focus on two main aims: 

• Capacity building services to support 
the development of the voluntary and 

community sector and 

• Volunteering development services to 
support volunteers and volunteer   
involving organisations. 

These services are delivered at district level 
from core premises and through outreach 
and are known as: 

VCS Lincoln 
(info@volunteercentrelincoln.org.uk)       
volunteercentrelincoln.org.uk 

 

VCS North Kesteven 
(info@volunteercentrenk.org.uk)                  
volunteercentrenk.org.uk 

VCS West Lindsey 
(info@voluntarysupportwestlindsey.org.uk)
voluntarysupportwestlindsey.org.uk 

All these offices incorporate volunteer     
centres. 

Urban Challenge is committed to delivering 
services which are:    

∗ responsive to local circumstances;   

∗ developed in response to consultation 
with beneficiaries and stakeholders;  

∗ well planned and managed;  

∗ can be effectively monitored and      
evaluated.   

Urban Challenge can be contacted at    
urbanchalenge@volunteercentrelincoln.org. 
uk 

Look Out For — a new combined training brochure detailing all the training events    

available through all the VCS/CVS services throughout the county, so even if your local 

VCS/CVS isn’t offering the course you can access one that is.  A brochure giving all the 

details will be sent out shortly to everyone who receives our newsletter. 

Latest— NKDC are conducting an online consultation on their new climate change     
strategy.  Use the link below and enter  USER NAME - Climate Change  PASSWORD 
-Footprint http://www.n-kesteven.gov.uk/sustainnk/section.asp?catId=1442                           


